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Mr. Webster that he did not intend to proscribe
any section or any party, and added that although
he could not give the Federalists representation
in the cabinet, he should give them one of the
important appointments. Mr. Webster was en-
tirely satisfied with this promise and with all that
was said by Mr. Adams, who, as everybody knows,
was soon after elected by the House on the first
ballot.

Mr. Adams on his side saw plainly the necessity
of conciliating Mr. Webster, whose great ability
and influence he thoroughly understood. He told
Mr. Clay that he had a high opinion of Mr. Web-
ster, and wished to win his support; and the sav-
age tone displayed in regard to the Edwards affair
now disappears from the Diary. Mr. Adams, how-
ever, although he knew, as he says, that " Web-
ster was panting for the English mission," and
hinted that the wish might be gratified hereafter*
was not ready to go so far at the moment, and
at the same time he sought to dissuade Mr. Web-
ster from being a candidate for the speakership,
for which in truth the latter had no inclination.
Their relations, indeed, soon grew very pleasant.
Mr. Webster naturally became the leader of the
administration forces in the House, while the
President on his side sought Mr. Webster's ad-
vice, admired his oration on Adams and Jefferson,
dined at his house, and lived on terms of friend-
ship and confidence with him. It is to be feared,